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    As part of our year of community care, we’ve been afforded the
opportunity to host two quite special groups through our accompanist,
Allan, and our dear friend, president of the Norfolk Chamber Consort, Jake
Keller. This month, VBCC will host the Norfolk Chamber Consort in their
first ever concert in Virginia Beach and the Virginia Musical Theatre as they
begin rehearsals for the next production in our very own Austin Fellowship
Hall!

     It is such a joy to be able to offer our space in this way for such special
local arts groups, and we are all quite excited about these new community
partners in our space. 

     Many of us are moved by the arts, and I believe it is no secret that I was
considering working in theatre before feeling my call to ministry. There is
something about a wonderful piece of music, theatre, or art that pulls us in
and touches our hearts. There is something holy in the creative act as we
channel the creative energy of God to make something new.

     Both groups are working on productions that celebrate America’s 250th
birthday. How fortunate we are to be able to house these groups as they
share the beauty of the arts with our community. 
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     The Norfolk Chamber Consort will present “Independent: 250th
Anniversary of the Nation (1776)” on February 21 at 3 pm. The concert
commemorates 250 years of our nation’s independence. It features music
from familiar American composers like William Billings, Charles Ives, Amy
Beach, Harvey Stokes, Scott Joplin, Florentine Price, John Phillip Sousa, and
more. Performers include Andrey Kasparov, Oksana Lutsyshyn, Bianca Hall,
the Old Dominion University Madrigal Singers, Harvey Stokes, Tim Seibles,
Christopher Brydge, Larry Giddens, and the Invencia Piano Duo.

     They invite us to join them at 2 pm for a “Community Sing” where we can
learn two of the songs in the program and then participate as part of the
program’s finale. I  will be there, and I hope you will be, too, as we make a
point of coming out to support this community partner in their artistic
endeavors and celebrate America’s creation and life. 

     Between now and then, Virginia Musical Theatre will spend many evenings
and Saturdays in our building working on their next production, 1776. It’s the
summer of 1776, and the nation is on the brink of declaring independence—if
only the Founding Fathers can agree to do it. Follow John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson as they navigate heated debates, political
drama, and the birth of a nation in this inspiring and entertaining retelling of
history. The show will run February 27th-March 1st at the Sandler Center,
with Allan Decipulo as its Musical Director. 

     We are so fortunate to provide space for both of these talented groups,
and all that is left in our community care is to show up and support them in
their works! I hope to see you there.

      Joyfully yours,                                                              

                                         Pastor Kelsey
Pastor Kelsey

(757) 903-8549 | revkelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Genesis 1:1-3, 26a

“When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over

the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
...

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness...”



February is Black History Month 
February 2  : Happy Groundhog Daynd

February 5  : Thursday Dinner Crew, Rudee's 5:00PMth

February 6  : Men’s Breakfast, 9:30AMth

February 8  : Youth Sundayth

February 10  : Hi Over Pie, 1:30PMth

February 11  : Cabinet Meeting, 7:00PMth

February 14  : Happy Valentines Dayth

February 15  : Topsy Turvy Sunday Serviceth

February 18  : Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00PMth

February 19  : Thursday Dinner Crew, YNOT 5:00PMth

February 21  : Norfolk Chamber Consort, 2:00PM-6:00PMst

February 22  : Elder Meeting, 11:00AMnd

February 24  : Sharing Over Soup (Every Tuesday During Lent) 5:30PMth

February 25  : DWM Lunch Meeting, 11:30AMth

February 28  : Movie Night, BFG 5:30PMth

Barb and Jim Iman, Kaye Griffin, Cindy Childress (Team 1)
Mary Ann Stubbs, Sydney Davis, Kathy Zurek  (Team 2)

Susie Drew, Steve Eggleston, Traci Ellison (Team 3)
David and Pam McEwen, Gloria French (Team 4)
Jim Melvin, Bill Hayden, Phyllis Marshall (Team 5)

Diaconate Schedule

February 1st

Fourth Sunday After the Ephiphany

Church from Home 

due to Weather
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 8th

Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany

Youth Sunday
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 15th

Transfiguration Sunday

2 Peter 1:16-21
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 22nd

First Sunday of Lent

Guest Preacher:

Rev. Warren Stackhouse

S u n d a y
W o r s h i p :

E l d e r  
S c h e d u l e

February 1  : Phyllis Marshallst

February 8  : Ryan Ellisonth

February 15  - Martha Beachamth

February 22  - Rev. Dr. Bill Austinnd

D i a c o n a t e  
S c h e d u l e

February 1  - Team 1st

February 8  - Team 2th

February 15  - Team 3th

February 22  - Team 4nd

Weekly:
Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9:30AM & 6:00PM
            Choir Practice, 7:00PM

Sunday Mornings: 

Spiritual Roundtable, 8:30AM via Zoom

Events this 
Month
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E d u c a t i o n
C a l l i n g  A l l  Y o u t h !  

T h e  y o u t h  a r e  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  Y o u t h  S u n d a y  t o  b e  h e l d  o n  F e b r u a r y  8 t h ,
2 0 2 6 .  A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e !  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  T r a c i  E l l i s o n  a t
9 1 8 - 2 8 5 - 1 0 8 4  o r  j o i n  u s  f o r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a t  9  a m  i n  t h e  r o o m  a b o v e  t h e

s a n c t u a r y  a s  w e  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r i n g  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  S u n d a y s .

T h a n k  y o u !   

Traci Ellison 

Department 
News:

Men’s Retreat: 
Faith, Brotherhood, and the Way of Jesus

J o i n  u s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’s  M e n ’s  R e t r e a t ,  a  w e e k e n d  f o c u s e d  o n  l i v i n g  a s
m e n  s h a p e d  b y  J e s u s  -  i n  f a i t h ,  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d  d a i l y  l i f e .  W e ’ l l  b e

s t a y i n g  F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t s  a t  t h e  O u t e r  B a n k s  O c e a n  C l u b  i n
K i t t y  H a w k .  Tw o - b e d r o o m  c o n d o s  a r e  j u s t  $ 5 0  p e r  p e r s o n .  T h a t ’s

y o u r  p r i c e  f o r  b o t h  n i g h t s  ( i f  y o u  b r i n g  a  r o o m m a t e ! ) .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a
s m a l l  f e e  f o r  t w o  b r e a k f a s t s  a n d  a  l u n c h .

W e ’ l l  b e g i n  w i t h  d i n n e r  t o g e t h e r  o n  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g ,  M a r c h  6 ,  t h e n
s p e n d  S a t u r d a y  i n  f o u r  s e s s i o n s  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  h o w  w e  s e e  J e s u s ,  w h y
C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y  m a t t e r s ,  h o w  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  l o v e  o t h e r s ,  a n d

w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  m e n  m a d e  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d .  O u r  t i m e
t o g e t h e r  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  C o m m u n i o n  o n  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a f t e r

w h i c h  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  h e a d  h o m e .

T h r o u g h  s t o r i e s ,  m u s i c ,  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h i s  r e t r e a t  o f f e r s  t i m e
a n d  s p a c e  t o  c o n n e c t ,  r e f l e c t ,  a n d  g r o w  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  b r o t h e r s  i n

t h e  f a i t h .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  o r  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  c o n t a c t  B i l l
H a y d e n  ( b i l l h a y d e n @ v e r i z o n . n e t  o r  t e x t  h i m  a t  7 5 7 - 3 4 3 - 3 5 9 8 ) .



Department 
News:

M emb e r s h i p
 " A l l  y o u  n e e d  i s  L O V E . . . "

F E B R U A R Y  i s  a  m o n t h  w h e n  w e  f o c u s  o n  L O V E ,    b u t  l e t ' s  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  L O V E
i s  a  F O R E V E R  c o m m i t m e n t  G o d  m a d e  w / u s .  " T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  y o u  c a n  d o  t o
m a k e  G o d  l o v e  y o u  m o r e ;  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  y o u  c a n  d o  t o  m a k e  G o d  l o v e  y o u

l e s s . . . G o d  l o v e s  y o u . "   W e  a r e  t o  f o l l o w  H i s  e x a m p l e ,  s o  l e t  u s  r e m e m b e r
e v e r y  d a y ,  t o  L O V E  o t h e r s  a s  H e  l o v e s  u s .   W e  a r e  t h e  " c h u r c h  t h a t  L O V E  i s

b u i l d i n g " .  M a y  t h a t  L O V E ,  d i s p l a y e d  d a i l y  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  b e  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  V B C C ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  g r o w t h .

        

Rho nda  Skagg s
        

Welcome to VBCC, 

Melissa Mecca!
     Please join me in reaching out with that LOVE

to welcome our newest church member, 
Melissa Mecca! Melissa has been attending
regularly, and was actively involved in our

Christmas season celebrations. If you have not
met her, please extend that "right hand of

fellowship" and introduce yourself.
    Melissa is a native of Grants Pass, Oregon.

Welcome Melissa!

She moved to Virginia Beach in 2021. She has served in the US Navy since 2021, and is
currently stationed at JEB Little Creek.  Melissa has two sons, Chris (17) and Anthony (14).

Welcome to our family! ❤️

                   Rhonda Skaggs
                   Membership



C h u r c h  D i r e c t o r y
" H E L P  D E S K "

   
   A r e  y o u  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  o u r  i n c r e d i b l e  n e w  I n s t a n t

C h u r c h  D i r e c t o r y ?  C h a n g e d  p h o n e s  a n d  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  d o w n l o a d i n g  t h e
a p p ?  S u c c e s s f u l l y  d o w n l o a d e d  a p p ,  b u t  a r e n ' t  s u r e  a b o u t  n a v i g a t i n g  i t ?

F a c e - t o - f a c e  h e l p  i s  o n  t h e  w a y !  I t ' s  a  l o t  e a s i e r  t h a n  r e s e a r c h i n g / e m a i l i n g ,
t o  t a k e  j u s t  5 - 1 0  m i n .  i n  p e r s o n ,  r e s o l v e  i s s u e s ,  a n d  h a v e  y o u  l e a v e  h a p p i l y

a n d  c o n f i d e n t l y .  M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  n o w  f o r  F e b r u a r y  8 t h ,  i m m e d i a t e l y
f o l l o w i n g  w o r s h i p .  O u r  t e c h n o l o g y  " m a s t e r " ,  V i n c e  H u t c h e s o n ,  h a s  a g r e e d  t o
s e r v e  a t  o u r  D i r e c t o r y  " H e l p  D e s k "  i n  C o n f e r e n c e  r m  # 1 4 1 6 .  S e v e r a l  o f  u s  w i l l

b e  p r e s e n t  w / h i m ,  s o . . . b r i n g  y o u r  p h o n e ,  b e  s u r e  y o u  k n o w  y o u r  c u r r e n t
e m a i l  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  s h o w  u p !  Y o u  w i l l  l e a v e  a  " h a p p y  c a m p e r " . . . g u a r a n t e e d !

           

Rhonda Skaggs
Membership

Department 
News:

E l d e r s h i p
I n  F e b r u a r y  w e  c e l e b r a t e  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y .  T h e  B i b l e  v e r s e  R o m a n s  1 2 : 1 0  t e l l s
u s  “ B e  d e v o t e d  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  l o v e .  H o n o r  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  l o v e .  H o n o r  o n e

a n o t h e r  a b o v e  y o u r s e l v e s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  a  k i s s  w a s  s y m b o l i c  o f
C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e .  A f f e c t i o n  i s  a  s i m p l e  w a y  t o  s h o w

t h o s e  a r o u n d  y o u  t h a t  w e  c a r e .  

H u m a n  c o n t a c t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i f e  a s  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r .  N o  m a t t e r  h o w  y o u
e x p r e s s  y o u r  l o v e  b y  f o o d  o r  g o o d  d e e d s ,  t h i s  i s  t e l l i n g  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  a n d

f r i e n d s  w e  c a r e  a b o u t  t h e m .  

V B C C  S t a f f  S u p p o r t  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  a  p e r s o n  t o
f i l l  i n  f o r  P a s t o r  K e l s e y  S h e r a z i  w h i l e  s h e  i s  o n  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e .  P l e a s e  p r a y

t h a t  w e  c o n  f i n d  a  s p e c i a l  l e a d e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .

R e m e m b e r  t o  b e  a  l o v i n g  a n d  k i n d  C h r i s t i a n  t o  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s .

Martha Beacham



Department 
News:
O u t r e a c h

T w e n t y  l u c k y  t e e n s  s a y  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  h o o d i e s .  O n e  l u c k y  g i r l  s a y s
t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  l o v e l y  s w e a t e r .  T w e l v e  h e a d s  a r e  s p o r t i n g  n e w

s t o c k i n g  c a p s  a n d  t w e l v e  y o u n g s t e r s  h a v e  w a r m  h a n d s .   A l l  t h e s e
i t e m s  w e r e  f o u n d  u n d e r  o u r  C h r i s m o n  t r e e .  T o  a l l  o f  t h o s e  s u p p o r t i n g

t h e  p r o j e c t ,  O u t r e a c h  s a y s  t h a n k s .

M o r e  s u r p r i s e s  w e r e  u n d e r  o u r  t r e e :  6  s t i c k y  n o t e  p a d s ,  6  g l u e  s t i c k s ,
1 0  s i n g l e  s u b j e c t  s p i r a l  n o t e b o o k s ,  3  t h r e e  s u b j e c t  s p i r a l  n o t e b o o k s ,

3 2  e r a s e r s ,  1 0 2  b a l l p o i n t  p e n s ,  1  c o m p o s i t i o n  b o o k ,  1 0  r e a m s  o f
l o o s e - l e a f  n o t e b o o k  p a p e r ,  9  s u b j e c t  f o l d e r s ,  3  p e n c i l  c a s e s ,  1 2 0

p e n c i l s ,  8  b o x e s  o f  2 4  c r a y o n s ,  1 2  p e n c i l  s h a r p e n e r s ,  1  p a c k  o f  g r a p h
p a p e r ,  4  p a c k s  o f  m a r k e r s ,  4  p a i r s  o f  s c i s s o r s ,  a n d  2  h i g h l i g h t e r s .

P r o j e c t  D r e a m  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s u p p l y  a n d  r e - s u p p l y  s t u d e n t s  n e e d i n g
s u p p l i e s .  G i v e  y o u r s e l v e s  b i g  p a t s  o n  y o u r  b a c k s  f o r  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y

E a c h  y e a r  t h e  p r e s c h o o l  h a s  a  S u p e r  B o w l  c o n t e s t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
w i n n e r  b y  v o t e s .  B o x e s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  l a b e l l e d  f o r  e a c h  t e a m  a r e

a v a i l a b l e .  E a c h  f o o d  i t e m  d e p o s i t e d  c o u n t s  a s  o n e  v o t e .  S o  t h a t  n o
g o o d  i d e a  g o e s  u n c o p i e d ,  O u t r e a c h  w i l l  h a v e  S u p e r  B o w l  b o x e s

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  y o u r  f o o d  d o n a t i o n  v o t e s .  I t  w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e
w h i c h  t e a m  w i n s ,  b u t  t h e  r e a l  w i n n e r  w i l l  b e  t h e  f o o d  p a n t r y

r e c e i v i n g  a l l  t h e  f o o d .  L a s t  y e a r  o u r  y o u t h  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  f o o d  t o  t h e
p a n t r y  a n d  p l a c e d  i t  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  o n  t h e  s h e l v e s .  I t  g a v e  o u r  y o u t h  a

c h a n c e  t o  c o m p a r e  a  l o c a l  f o o d  p a n t r y  t o  t h e  o n e  t h e y  w o r k e d  i n  o n
t h e i r  m i s s i o n  t r i p .

                           

Susie Sumnick



W o r s h i p
W o r s h i p  i s  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  a  b u s y  a n d  b l e s s e d  s e a s o n  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  H o l y

W e e k !  W e  h a v e  s o m e  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  F e b r u a r y .  

O n  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  t h e  y o u t h  w i l l  l e a d  o u r  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e .  W e ’ v e  h e a r d  r u m o r s
t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c h i l d r e n ’ s  m o m e n t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  “ a d u l t  m o m e n t ”  -  w e

a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h a t !

O n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  w e  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  M a r d i  G r a s  w i t h  a  T o p s y  T u r v y  S u n d a y
s e r v i c e  -  a l l  t h e  s a m e  e l e m e n t s  o f  o u r  r e g u l a r  S u n d a y  s e r v i c e ,  j u s t  t u r n e d

a r o u n d  a  b i t .  W e ’ l l  f o l l o w  t h i s  w i t h  B i n g o  B r e a k f a s t  i n  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  H a l l .
F o l k s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  d r e s s  i n  w a c k y  t a c k y  s t y l e s  i f  t h e y  w i s h !

W e  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  A s h  W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  h e r e  a t  V B C C ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r
f r i e n d s  f r o m  W y c l i f f e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a t  7  p m .

O n  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  w e  w i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  t o  h e a r  a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  R e v e r e n d  W a r r e n
S t a c k h o u s e .

O u r  L e n t e n  S o u p  a n d  S h a r i n g  s e r i e s  k i c k s  o f f  T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 4  a t  5 : 3 0 .
T h i s  s e r i e s  i s  a l w a y s  s u c h  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  a s

w e  a p p r o a c h  H o l y  W e e k .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  p r o v i d e
s o u p / b r e a d / d e s s e r t s  e a c h  w e e k .  I f  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  o f  t h a t ,

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P a m  M c E w e n  t o  l e t  h e r  k n o w .

           

Patti Watters, 
Pam McEwen, 
& Suzanne Genz

Department 
News:



Pastor Kelsey:
RevKelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Office Hours:
Tues - Thurs, 10:00am - 2:00pm

(or by Appointment)
Available By Phone:

Tues - Sun, Anytime
*Mondays are her Sabbath Days*

Sunday Worship Services
 10:00am In Person & YouTube

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) 
www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

Office Secretary:
 office@vbchristianchurch.com

Secretary Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Available By Phone:
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:00pm

A l s o ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e
k n o w  i f  y o u r

b i r t h d a y  i s  n o t  o n
t h e  c a l e n d a r ,  I

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  a d d
i t .

H a p p y  F e b r u a r y  e v e r y o n e !  T o  t h e  l e f t  i s  t h e
Q R  C o d e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s c a n  w i t h  y o u r  p h o n e

t o  g e t  t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g  R e q u e s t  f o r m .  

A Note from the Office

Jade V.
w i t h  l o v e ,

https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

