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     I  have especially enjoyed the Moments for Stewardship these last weeks –
words I never thought I would say! I have loved hearing people share their
reasons for coming to VBCC and more importantly, their reasons for staying to
worship with this community.  One common thread was a member had invited
them, often many times over many months, and encouraged them to be a part
of our fellowship.  

     John Steinmetz said one sentence that particularly grabbed my attention.
He said that if he needed help, he knew this congregation would be there to
help him.  Now as a member here for over forty years, I  have always believed
that this is one amazing characteristic of our church.  We do care about each
other and try to help in times of need.  Sometimes we fall short, but by and
large, we are available to listen, to give a ride, to cheer up, and just to love
each other.  What thrilled me about John saying this was John has been at
VBCC a relatively short time but already felt that truly important fact.  It is
easy to be good friends when all is going right, but when our world falls apart
and we need someone to pick us up, whom do we rely on?  

VBCC Family, 



                                                                                   Blessings,                                           

                                         Patt i  Watters

Psalm 139:13-14

For you created my inmost being; you knit
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully

made; your works are wonderful, 
I  know that full well.

     How often have you sent a card or a text, made a meal, brought flowers,
phoned, prayed for, visited, run an errand for, or checked up on someone in
the church?  We all do these things as just part of our daily lives.  I  never
realized the real impact of these acts of kindness until I  was the recipient
when my husband died in October of 2024.  In my new fog of widowhood when
I had to make so many difficult decisions, I was bombarded with cards and
texts and offers of help from so many of you.  Pastor Kelsey was such a
support and spiritual help and kindness.  Walking into the reception after
Jim’s Celebration of Life service and just having it magically happen was a
miracle unto itself.  My church family was present, and I still  feel this support
through our Bible Study group and Sunday services.

     As John (Gospel John, not Steinmetz) tells us, “Let us love one another for
love is of God.” Actually, I  suspect John Steinmetz says it, too. Let’s continue
to gather around each other and be the church that love is building.  You
never know how much your act of kindness might have been just the best part
of someone else’s day.  



May 7 - Thursday Dinner Crew, 5:00PM Dockside

May 10 - Mother Day

May 11 - Book Club, 1:00PM

May 12 - Hi Over Pie, 1:30PM

May 13 - Board Meeting, 7:00PM (6:15 Dinner)

May 17 - Pentecost Sunday Service

May 18 - 21 - Meals on Wheels VA Beach

May 21 - Thursday Dinner Crew, 5:00PM Plaza Azteca (Great Neck)

May 22 - Coffee Concert, 10:30AM (Sandler Center)

May 24 - Memorial Sunday Service

May 25 - Memorial Day

May 25 - 29 - Great Neck Preschool Closed

May 27 - DWM Meeting, 11:30AM

May 31 - Chorale Small Ensemble Concert, 2:00PM (VBCC)

Barb and Jim Iman, Kaye Griffin, Cindy Childress (Team 1)
Mary Ann Stubbs, Sydney Davis, Kathy Zurek  (Team 2)

Susie Drew, Steve Eggleston, Traci Ellison (Team 3)
David and Pam McEwen, Gloria French (Team 4)
Jim Melvin, Bill Hayden, Phyllis Marshall (Team 5)

Diaconate Schedule

May 3

Fifth Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14 
  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 10

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Mother’s Day
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 17

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Pentecost Sunday
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 24

Pentecost
  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 31

First Sunday After Pentecost
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S u n d a y
W o r s h i p :

E l d e r  
S c h e d u l e

May 3 - Martha Beacham

May 10 - Ryan Ellison

May 17 - Rev Dr Bill Austin

May 24 - Suzanne Genz

May 31 - Mark Farley

D i a c o n a t e  
S c h e d u l e

May 3 - Team 4

May 10 - Team 5

May 17 - Team 1

May 24 - Team 2

May 31 - Team 3

Weekly:

Tuesdays: Choir Practice, 7:00PM

Sunday: Spiritual Roundtable, 8:30AM via Zoom

Nominating Committee will be meeting weekly on Sundays 

in May, 11:00AM-1:00PM

Events this 
Month



Upcoming Events



Upcoming Events



 Here we go! 💥 The contract is signed, advertising has begun, 
and we are ready for an exciting, successful summer with Sportstyme!

       Our entire VBCC family can help make this a wonderful first year for both Sportstyme and our
church.  Check out the program; consider enrolling a child (ages 5-12) for a week or more; spread

the word to neighbors and friends; and reach out to invite Sportstyme families to Sunday worship! 
     A successful first summer with Sportstyme Summer Camps could potentially help grow our

church, and also lead to an annual summer contact with them. 
      It's a "win-win"! 💥     Rhonda Skaggs

Upcoming
At 

VBCC



Worship
H e  i s  R i s e n !

H e  i s  R i s e n  I n d e e d !

W h a t  a  g l o r i o u s  E a s t e r  S u n d a y  w e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  V B CC !  O u r  c h u r c h  w a s  f i l l e d
w i t h  i n s p i r i n g  w o r d s  f r o m  Pa s t o r  K e l s e y,  b e a u t i f u l  c h o i r  m u s i c ,  t h e  m a j e s t y
o f  t h e  b r a s s  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  E a s t e r  l i l i e s  a n d  g e r a n i u m s  p r o m i s i n g  s p r i n g  w a s
o n  i t s  w a y,  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  w i t h  h a p p y  s m i l e s  a n d  w a r m  g r e e t i n g s  f o r  e a c h

o t h e r.  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  m a d e  t h i s  L e n t e n  j o u r n e y  s o  m e a n i n g f u l .   F r o m
t h e  L e n t e n  S o u p  a n d  S h a r i n g  o f  J e s u s ’  m i r a c l e  h e a l i n g s ,  t h e  w a v i n g  o f  Pa l m

B r a n c h e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  J e s u s ’  a r r i v a l  i n t o  J e r u s a l e m ,   t h e  M e n ’s  B r e a k f a s t
w i t h  t h e  E a s t e r  B u n n y  a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  g u e s t ,  t h e  p o w e r f u l  r e t e l l i n g  t h r o u g h

t h e  s c r i p t u r e  o f  G o o d  F r i d a y,  t o  S u n r i s e  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  E a s t e r
S u n d a y,  i t  w a s  a  j o u r n e y  w e  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  a n d  e m e r g e d  t o  l e t  o u r  l i g h t

s h i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  c h o i r  h a d  u s  r o c k i n g  w i t h  “ T h i s  L i t t l e  L i g h t
o f  M i n e ” !  M a y  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h i n e  a n d  s p r e a d  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f  J e s u s ’

r e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  t e a c h i n g s .

                                                   W i t h  g r a t e f u l  h e a r t s ,

Department 
News:
E l d e r s h i p

M a y  i s  a n  e x c i t i n g  t i m e  o f  y e a r .  M a n y  o f  o u r  y o u t h  a r e  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  h i g h
s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e .  F a m i l i e s  a r e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  s u m m e r  v a c a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  a  t i m e

f o r  V B C C  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  p r a y  f o r  P a s t o r  K e l s e y ,  R a h u m  a n d  t h e i r  b a b y  b o y .  S h e  i s
s o  p o s i t i v e  a n d  l o o k s  h e a l t h y .  T h e y  e n j o y  h e a r i n g  f r o m  o u r  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r  w h e n  o u r  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  i s  d e c i d i n g  o n
E l d e r s ,  D e a c o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  o u r  c h u r c h .  P r a y  f o r  t h e m

t h a t  t h e y  m a y  f i n d  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e s e  j o b s .

O u r  E l d e r s  a r e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  V B C C  s u p p o r t  a n d  h e l p  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  m a k e  o u r
p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  t h e  C h u r c h  t h a t  L o v e  b u i l t .

Martha Beacham

Pam, Suzanne, and Patti
The Worship Committee



Membership

   A s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r y  t o  k e e p  o u r  I n s t a n t  C h u r c h  D i r e c t o r y  u p d a t e d
a n d  a s  r e f l e c t i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f  o u r  c h u r c h  f a m i l i e s '  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s ,  I ' m

a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e s e  w a y s :

  W e ' v e  d i s c o v e r e d  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m e m b e r s  f o r  w h o m  w e  d o  n o t
h a v e  B I R T H D A Y S  r e g i s t e r e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  b i r t h d a y s  d o  n o t  s h o w  o n  o u r

m o n t h l y  c a l e n d a r s ,  a n d  w e  m i s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " C e l e b r a t e "  t h e m .
P l e a s e  c h e c k  y o u r  f a m i l y  p a g e ,  a n d  s e e  i f  b i r t h d a y s  a r e  l i s t e d  t h e r e

( i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n ) .  I f  n o t ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  o r  t e x t  m e  t h e  n a m e  ( f i r s t  a n d
l a s t )  a n d  t h e  b i r t h d a t e  ( m o n t h /d a y ) .  N o  n e e d  f o r  a n y  f o r m a l

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o r  e v e n  f u l l  s e n t e n c e s !   J u s t  s u b m i t  t h e  i n f o ,  a n d  I ' l l
m a k e  o n e  m a s t e r  l i s t  f o r  J a d e . . . . a l l  D i r e c t o r i e s  w i l l  b e  i n s t a n t l y

u p d a t e d  w / t h i s  i n f o !  H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  e v e r y o n e !

   A s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  h o n o r  a n d  " R e m e m b e r "  t h e  s p e c i a l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s
t h a t  w e ' v e  l o s t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o p e n  t h e  D i r e c t o r y  a n d  s e e  a  p a g e  w / a

p i c t u r e  a n d  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w h e n  t h a t  c o n t a c t  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  b e
m a d e .  W h e n  p r a y e r  a n d  m e m o r i e s  a r e  w h a t  c o n n e c t  u s ,  I 'd  l i k e  t o  a c t

o n  t h a t  i d e a  f o r  o u r  D i r e c t o r y.  R a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  o m i t t i n g  a  p a g e ,  I 'd  l i k e
t o  a d d  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " I n  M e m o r i a m ."  W e  w i l l  p o s t  a  p i c t u r e  t o

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  l i s t  t h e  m e m b e r ' s  b i r t h /d e a t h  d a t e .  A n y  t i m e  w e ' r e
" R e m e m b e r i n g "  t h a t  c h u r c h  m e m b e r,  t h e y  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  w i t h  u s !  I F

y o u ' v e  l o s t  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  w h o  w a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  V B CC  f a m i l y,  a n d
y o u 'd  l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s ,  p l e a s e  t e x t  o r  e m a i l  a  p i c t u r e  a n d  t h e
t w o  d a t e s  t o  m e .  I t  w i l l  t a k e  a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  a l l  i n f o  e n t e r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l

g e t  t h e  s e c t i o n  " u p  a n d  r u n n i n g "  a n d  a d d  e n t r i e s  a s  t h e y  a r e
s u b m i t t e d .  O u r  m e m o r y  r o c k  g a r d e n  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  t r i b u t e ;  n o w  I 'd  l i k e
t o  a d d  a  p i c t o r i a l  t r i b u t e  b y  d o i n g  s o  " I n  M e m o r i a m "  i n  o u r  D i r e c t o r y !  

         

Rhonda Skaggs

Department 
News:



Sunday Worship Services
 10:00am In Person & YouTube

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) 
www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

Pastor Kelsey:
RevKelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Office Hours:
Tues - Thurs, 10:00am - 2:00pm

(or by Appointment)
Available By Phone:

Tues - Sun, Anytime
*Mondays are her Sabbath Days*

Office Secretary:
 office@vbchristianchurch.com

Secretary Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Available By Phone:
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:00pm

P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  f i l l  o u t  a
b u i l d i n g  r e q u e s t  f o r m  i s  y o u

p l a n / s c h e d u l e  A N Y  e v e n t s  a t  t h e
b u i l d i n g .  W i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b e i n g
u s e d  m o r e ,  w e  h a v e  a n  u p  t o  d a t e
c a l e n d a r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  a n d

h a p p e n i n g s  a t  V B C C  a n d  w e  w o u l d
l i k e  t o  k e e p  i t  a c c u r a t e  t o  a v o i d  a n y

d o u b l e  b o o k i n g s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y
i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  f o r m  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e

t o  e m a i l  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  h e l p .  

Building Request Form

Jade V.

https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/
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