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In April, we were lucky enough to receive a visit from the Easter Bunny. On Palm
Sunday, we welcomed Mr. Cottontail to celebrate the coming of Easter with us and
our children, complete with good food, some dancing, an Egg Hunt, and plenty of
fellowship. It was a joyful Sunday as we celebrated the coming of God’s kingdom
and the hope of Easter. Yet none were quite so joyful as my sister, Haley. 

Haley, who is close personal friends with the Bunny (wink wink),  has, in the past
year, made the moves to open her own mascoting business - Haley’s Party
Creatures. She’s acquired several mascot costumes using her savings from her jobs
at Chick-Fil-A and Busch Gardens and is in the midst of setting up her website to
officially launch. 

This is a big deal for her and our whole family. Haley’s passion has always been
mascotting. Even when we were little kids, she was always intrigued by mascots and
jumped at her first chance to be one in Middle School. This has been a calling she
had her entire life, and it is a gift to see her step into this calling on her own terms
in this unique way. 

For a while, Haley did not believe any of this would be possible for her. She has a
disability, and between bullying she faced in high school and a combination of
adults outside our family who did not believe her capable of much, she began to see
her own body as an enemy and an obstacle. It has been heartbreaking to watch her
wrestle with that, and it’s sad to say that it’s something she still grapples with to
this day. 
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And yet, while fighting this mental battle with herself, she has accomplished
something so special. We are all tremendously proud of her, and I’m telling y’all
this story, so you can share in that pride even as we recognize that some
complicated emotions come alongside it. 

My sister has Williams Syndrome, a rare disorder caused by genetic mutation.
People with Williams typically look like Haley does, and they often struggle with
math and spatial relations. They feel emotions on a broader spectrum than we do -
their joys are beyond what we can imagine, but their pains and griefs are, too. They
are hyper-social and crave friendships and connection more than your average
human. And they hear music differently than we do. When we hear music, 20-30% of
our brain activates, but when they hear it, it’s like 70-80% of theirs, so music is a
completely different, all-encompassing experience for them. 

Most people don’t know much about Williams, so in May, we observe Williams
Syndrome awareness month, a time to tell the stories of my sister and other people
with Williams - a time to share the good, bad, and challenging of living with
Williams. As such, I’ve shared her story with you. Thank you for reading, and thank
you for welcoming my sister into this church with open arms and deep kindness.
Your welcoming hearts impact more than you know. 

May that welcome only expand.

Joyfully yours,                     

                                         Pastor Kelsey
Pastor Kelsey

(757) 903-8549 | revkelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Matthew 25:40

Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn
truth: Whenever you did one of these things to
someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—

you did it to me.’



May 2  - 3  : Women’s Retreatnd rd

May 4  : Pastor’s Class, 9:00AMth

May 6  : Hi Over Pie, 3:00PMth

May 12  : Book Club, 1:00PMth

May 12  - 16  : Pastor Kelsey out of town on Retreat.th th

May 14  : Cabinet Meeting, 7:00PMth

May 17  : Family Fun Afternoon, 2:00PM-4:00PMth

May 18  : Ice Cream Social with Dan Smith, Following Sunday Serviceth

May 28  : DWM Meeting, 12:30PMth

May 30  : Family Movie Night, Big Hero 6, 6:00PMth

Weekly:

Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9:30AM

Thursdays: Bibl;e Study 6:00PM

             Choir Practice, 7:00PM

Sunday Mornings: Spiritual Roundtable, 8:30AM via Zoom

         Adult Sunday School Class ( Though June 1  ) 9:00AMst

Events this 
Month

May 4  th

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:1-13

Esther 4:10-16
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 11  th

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Psalm 23

John 10:22-30
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 18  th

 Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-17

Revelation 21:1-6
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 25  th

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

John 14:23-29

S u n d a y  
W o r s h i p :  

E l d e r  
S c h e d u l e
May 4 - Mark Farley

May 11 - Phyllis Marshall
May 18 - Ryan Ellison

May 25 - Martha Beacham

Barb and Jim Iman, Kaye Griffin (Team 1)
Mary Ann Stubbs, Sydney Davis, Ellen Turman (Team 2)

Susie Drew, Steve Eggleston, Traci Ellison (Team 3)
David and Pam McEwen, Gloria French (Team 4)
Jim Melvin, Bill Hayden, Phyllis Marshall (Team 5)

Diaconate Schedule

D i a c o n a t e  
S c h e d u l e

May 4 - Team 2

May 11 - Team 3

May 18 - Team 4

May 25 - Team 5
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D W M
* * L U N C H  M E E T I N G S * *

W e  h a v e  h a d  s u c h  a  g o o d  r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r  l u n c h  “ m e e t i n g s ”  t h a t  e v e r y o n e
a g r e e s  w e  s h o u l d  m a k e  i t  p e r m a n e n t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  o u r  “ m e e t i n g s ”  w i l l  b e  a t

1 2 : 3 0  p m  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  1 : 3 0  p m )  a t  a  r e s t a u r a n t  t o  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .  W e  w i l l  s t i l l
m e e t  o n  t h e  F O U R T H  W E D N E S D A Y  o f  t h e  m o n t h .  I f  w e  h a v e  a n y

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  o r  p r o j e c t s  t o  d i s c u s s ,  w e  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h a t
w h i l e  w e  a r e  e a t i n g  a n d  l a u g h i n g .  P l e a s e  j o i n  u s !

* * T H E  D O O R W A Y S * *
O u r  n e w  p r o j e c t  f o r  2 0 2 5  w i l l  b e  t o  s u p p o r t  T h e  D o o r w a y s ,  ( m o r e  t h a n )  a

l o d g i n g  f a c i l i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  V C U  H o s p i t a l .  L o o k  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b y
w a y  o f  f l y e r s  a n d  e m a i l s .

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  b a s k e t s  i n  t h e  h a l l w a y  t o  a c c e p t  y o u r  d o n a t i o n s .

* * H O R I Z O N S * *
O n c e  a g a i n ,  w e  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  H o r i z o n s  o f  H a m p t o n  R o a d s  p a c k i n g

w e e k e n d  f o o d  b a g s  f o r  1 2 0  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  J u l y  1 7 t h .  L a s t
s u m m e r ’ s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m  f r o m  o u r  c h u r c h  w a s  o v e r w h e l m i n g !  W e
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  p a c k i n g  b a g s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  n e e d  a  l i t t l e
h e l p  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e k e n d s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t

i n v o l v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h - l o n g  s e s s i o n .  S t a y  t u n e d !

Maryanne Farley

Department 
News:
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O u t r e a c h
W h a t  i s  O u t r e a c h ?  T h i s  i s  a  t e s t  o f  y o u r  O u t r e a c h  k n o w l e d g e :

M a n y  o f  y o u  t h i n k  O u t r e a c h  i s  a l l  a b o u t  p r o v i d i n g  f o o d .  Y o u  g e t  p a r t i a l  c r e d i t  f o r
t h a t  a n s w e r  * * * o n c e  a  m o n t h  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  p r o v i d e  d i n n e r s  f o r  1 5 - 2 0  h o m e l e s s
k i d s  a t  t h e  B e a c h  * * * W i n t e r  S h e l t e r  p r o v i d e s  m e a l s  a n d  a  p l a c e  t o  s l e e p  f o r  t h e
h o m e l e s s .  W e  p r e p a r e d  f o o d  f o r  1 2 5  p e o p l e  a n d  s e r v e d  i t  t h e  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r
t h a n k s g i v i n g .  F i v e  m e m b e r s  p r e p a r e d  t h e  f o o d  a n d  2 5  p e o p l e  h e l p e d  t o  s e r v e  i t .  T h e
y o u t h  s e t  t h e  t a b l e s  f o r  a l l .

* * * J C O C  d i n n e r s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  b y  c h u r c h  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  1 2 5  p e o p l e .  
T h i s  h a p p e n s  t w i c e  a  y e a r .  T h a n k s  D e b b i e  I v o r y

* * * 2 5 0 0 - 3 0 0 0  B e a c h  B a g s  o f  f o o d  a r e  a s s e m b l e d  e a c h  f a l l .  
A b o u t  4 0  V B C C  m e m b e r s  h e l p  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  T h a n k  y o u  N a n c y  W a t t e r s

* * * 1 2 5  B e a c h  B a g s  w e r e  a s s e m b l e d  b y  t h e  D i s c i p l e  W o m e n  f o r  H o r i z o n s  s u m m e r
c a m p  * * * Y o u t h  d e l i v e r e d  a n d  s t o c k e d  a  f o o d  p a n t r y  w i t h  f o o d  d o n a t e d  b y  c h u r c h
m e m b e r s  * * * M e m b e r s  d e l i v e r  M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  o n e  w e e k  e v e r y  m o n t h  * * * M o n t h l y

d e l i v e r i e s  a r e  m a d e  w i t h  p a p e r  b a g s ,  t o i l e t r i e s  a n d  f o o d  t o  a  l o c a l  f o o d  p a n t r y .  U n t i l
r e c e n t l y  e g g  c a r t o n s  w e r e  a l s o  d e l i v e r e d  t o  B e a c h  B a b i e s

I f  y o u  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  O u t r e a c h  p r o v i d e s  c l o t h i n g ,  y o u  w o u l d  g e t  p a r t i a l  c r e d i t .  
* * * C l o t h i n g  g i f t s  f o r  t e e n s  w e r e  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e .  O v e r  4 0  h o o d i e s  a s
w e l l  a s  n u m e r o u s  j a c k e t s ,  s c a r v e s ,  h a t s  a n d  m i t t e n s  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t e e n s
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a s  n e e d y  * * * D e l i v e r y  o f  c l o t h e s  t o  N o r f o l k  J e w i s h
T e m p l e  c l o t h e s  c e n t e r

I f  y o u  s a i d  O u t r e a c h  p r o v i d e d  s p a c e ,  y o u  g e t  m o r e  p a r t i a l  c r e d i t .  
* * * W e  p r o v i d e  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  G r e a t  N e c k  P r e s c h o o l  * * * A A  * * * N A  * * * G r i e f  G r o u p
* * * B r a i l l e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  C a m p  * * * R e d  C r o s s  B l o o d  D r i v e  a n n u a l l y

I f  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t ’ s  a l l  O u t r e a c h  d o e s  ,  y o u ’ v e  f o r g o t t e n  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  t h i n g s  * * * V B C C  p r o v e s  s t o r a g e  f o r  t h e  I n t e r f a i t h  A l l i a n c e  a t  t h e
B e a c h  f u r n i t u r e  m i n i s t r y .  T h a n k s  R o b e r t s o n s  * * * D i s c i p l e  W o m e n  p r o v i d e d  C h r i s t m a s
i n  J u l y  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a t  L u t h e r  M a n o r  * * * D i s c i p l e  W o m e n  r e a d i n g  t o  f i r s t  g r a d e r s
a t  H o r i z o n s ’  T e d d y  B e a r  T e a  * * * D i s c i p l e  W o m e n  p r o v i d e d  a n d  a s s e m b l e d  7 8  b a g s  o f
p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  f o r  C h u r c h  W o r l d  S e r v i c e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o d e  R e d  p r o j e c t  * * * M e m b e r s
p r o v i d e d  e n o u g h  p l a s t i c  f o r  t h r e e  r e c y c l e  b e n c h e s .  T h a n k  y o u  P a t t i  W a t t e r s

A l l  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  y o u ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  V B C C .  
T h a n k  y o u  

Susie Sumnick



M e m b e r s h i p
 " W e  a r e  f a m i l y . . . "

   

   I  a m  H O M E !  I  a m  s o  h a p p y  t h a t  G o d  g a v e  m e  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  t a k e  m y  t h r e e
m o n t h  " a d v e n t u r e " ,  k e p t  m e  s a f e  d u r i n g  m y  t r a v e l s ,  a n d  t h e n  l e d  m e  H O M E

t o  V i r g i n i a  B e a c h  a n d  t o  V B C C !  
  T h a n k s  t o  B r e n d a  M a l l e r y  f o r  " s t e p p i n g  u p "  a n d  s e r v i n g  a s  M e m b e r s h i p

C h a i r  d u r i n g  m y  a b s e n c e .  Y o u  a r e  a p p r e c i a t e d !
   T h i s  m o n t h  w e ' d  l i k e  t o  " o f f i c i a l l y "  w e l c o m e  o n e  o u r  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  b a c k

" h o m e " ,  a l s o .  W e  a r e  s o  h a p p y  t o  h a v e  l o n g - t e r m  m e m b e r ,  I v a  H u n t e r ,
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  w o r s h i p ,  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  u s .  B e  o n  t h e

l o o k o u t  f o r  h e r  n e w  D i r e c t o r y  p a g e !

   O t h e r  D i r e c t o r y  p a g e s  a r e  b e i n g  u p d a t e d ,
p r i n t e d ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s a p .  B e
o n  t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  n e w  p a g e s  f o r  P a s t o r
K e l s e y ,  K e n  H o g e n d o b l e r ,  a n d  m y s e l f .  

 T h e  h a l l w a y  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  f o r
M e m b e r s h i p  i s  b e i n g  r e - c r e a t e d .  B e s i d e s

h o u s i n g  e x t r a  c o p i e s  o f  n e w  D i r e c t o r y
p a g e s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  p i c t u r e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  e t c .

p o s t e d  a b o u t  o u r  V B C C  f a m i l y .  W e  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  W E L C O M E  n e w / r e t u r n i n g

m e m b e r s ;  w e  w i l l  C E L E B R A T E  w i t h  o u r
f a m i l y ;  a n d  w e  w i l l  R E M E M B E R  o u r  f a m i l y
m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  l e a v e  u s .  K e e p  y o u r

e y e s  p e e l e d !
   W e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  " m e m b e r s "  o f

V B C C ;  w e  a r e  F A M I L Y !  

Rhonda Skaggs

Welcome Home, Iva! 
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                                  Carolyn's Grape Dessert 
                                             (Carolyn is my cousin)

                            2 lbs. red grapes
                                 2 lbs. green grapes

                                  8 oz. cream cheese 
                             8 oz. sour cream 

                      1/2 cup sugar
                    1 tsp. vanilla

Department 
News:

E l d e r s h i p
S p r i n g  i s  h e r e !  W h a t  j o y  a n d  p l e a s u r e  t h e  b l o o m i n g  t r e e s ,  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  w a r m

w e a t h e r  b r i n g .  H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  c a n  i n s p i r e  y o u  t o  r e a d  y o u r  b i b l e  a n d  p r a y
d a i l y .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  P a s t o r  K e l s e y  S h e r a z i ’ s  b i b l e  s t u d i e s  o n  T u e s d a y

m o r n i n g s  a n d  T h u r s d a y  n i g h t s  i s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  f e e l  c l o s e r  t o  G o d .

T h i s  m o n t h  o u r  n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o s e  t e r m s
a r e  e n d i n g .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  E l d e r s ,  T r u s t e e s ,  D e a c o n s ,  a n d

o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n s .  O u r  c o m m i t t e e  n e e d  p r a y e r s  f r o m  V B C C  m e m b e r s
t o  h e l p  u s  a s  w e  m a k e  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s .

R e m e m b e r  o u r  E l d e r s  a r e  g l a d  t o  g i v e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
a n d  h e l p  i n  t i m e  o f  n e e d .  

Martha Beacham

Recipe Corner

Mix the cream cheese, sour cream, sugar and vanilla well. Fold the
grapes into the mixture and put in a 9 x 13 dish. 

Mix together 1 cup of brown sugar and 1 cup of chopped pecans.
Sprinkle over the grapes and refrigerate overnight. ENJOY!

(I usually half the recipe.)
Susan Frey



"A Mother’s Love"
A mother’s love, so strong and true,

 A glimpse of how our Lord loves too.
 She teaches grace, she plants the seed,
 She tends with care each growing need.
Her hands may tire, her heart holds fast,

 In quiet strength that’s meant to last.
 Through trials, prayers, and guiding light,

 She walks by faith and not by sight.
We thank the Lord for mothers dear,

 Whose faithful love draws Heaven near.

“Her children arise and call her blessed; 
her husband also, and he praises her.”

 —Proverbs 31:28 (NIV)

Office Secretary:
 office@vbchristianchurch.com

Secretary Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Available By Phone:
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:00pm

Pastor Kelsey:
RevKelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Office Hours:
Tues - Thurs, 10:00am - 2:00pm

(or by Appointment)
Available By Phone:

Tues - Sun, Anytime
*Mondays are her Sabbath Days*

Sunday Worship Services
 10:00am In Person & YouTube

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) 
www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

